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§ 702.2 Authorization for hearing. 

Under 42 U.S.C. 1975a(e)(1) the Com-
mission or, on the authorization of the 
Commission, any subcommittee of two 
or more members, at least one of whom 
shall be of each major political party, 
may, for the purpose of carrying out 
the provisions of the Act, hold such 
hearings and act at such times and lo-
cations as the Commission or such au-
thorized subcommittee may deem ad-
visable. The holding of hearings by the 
Commission or the appointment of a 
subcommittee to hold hearings pursu-
ant to this section must be approved by 
a majority of the Commission or by a 
majority of the members present at a 
meeting at which at least a quorum of 
five members is present. 

§ 702.3 Notice of hearing. 

At least 30 days prior to the com-
mencement of any hearing, the Com-
mission shall publish in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER notice of the date on which 
such hearing is to commence, the loca-
tion at which it is to be held, and the 
subject of the hearing. 

§ 702.4 Subpoenas. 

(a) Subpoenas for the attendance and 
testimony of witnesses or the produc-
tion of written or other matter may be 
issued by the Commission over the sig-
nature of the Chairperson and may be 
served by any person designated by the 
Chairperson. 

(b) A witness compelled to appear be-
fore the Commission or required to 
produce written or other matter shall 
be served with a copy of the rules in 
this part at the time of service of the 
subpoena. 

(c) The Commission may issue sub-
poenas for the attendance and testi-
mony of witnesses or for the produc-
tion of written or other matter. Such a 
subpoena may not require the presence 
of a witness more than 100 miles out-
side the location wherein the witness is 
found or resides or is domiciled or 
transacts business or has appointed an 
agent for receipt of service of process. 

(d) The Chairperson shall receive and 
the Commission shall dispose of re-
quests to subpoena additional wit-
nesses except as otherwise provided in 
§ 702.6(e). 

(e) Requests for subpoenas shall be in 
writing, supported by a showing of the 
general relevance and materiality of 
the evidence sought. Witness fees and 
mileage shall be computed and paid 
pursuant to § 702.15. 

(f) Subpoenas shall be issued at a rea-
sonably sufficient time in advance of 
their scheduled return, in order to give 
subpoenaed persons an opportunity to 
prepare for their appearance and to em-
ploy counsel, should they so desire. 

(g) No subpoenaed document or infor-
mation contained therein shall be 
made public unless it is introduced into 
and received as part of the official 
record of the hearing. 

§ 702.5 Conduct of proceedings. 

(a) The Chairperson shall announce 
in an opening statement the subject of 
the proceedings. 

(b) Following the opening statement, 
the Commission shall first convene in 
executive session if one is required pur-
suant to the provisions of § 702.6. 

(c) The Chairperson, subject to the 
approval of the Commission, shall: 

(1) Set the order of presentation of 
evidence and appearance of witnesses; 

(2) Rule on objections and motions; 
(3) Administer oaths and affirma-

tions; 
(4) Make all rulings with respect to 

the introduction into or exclusion from 
the record of documentary or other evi-
dence; 

(5) Regulate the course and decorum 
of the proceedings and the conduct of 
the parties and their counsel to ensure 
that the proceedings are conducted in a 
fair and impartial manner. 

(d) Proceedings shall be conducted 
with reasonable dispatch and due re-
gard shall be had for the convenience 
and necessity of witnesses. 

(e) The questioning of witnesses shall 
be conducted only by Members of the 
Commission, by authorized Commis-
sion staff personnel, or by counsel to 
the extent provided in § 702.7. 

(f) In addition to persons served with 
a copy of the rules in this part pursu-
ant to §§ 702.4 and 702.6, a copy of the 
rules in this part will be made avail-
able to all witnesses. 
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